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Press release 

AppliTek’s new analytical solutions to 
ensure enhanced desalter operation  
 
Nazareth, Belgium, June 20th 2011 ―	AppliTek, specialist manufacturer of on-line analyzers and systems 
integration for several industries, recently added a new application to its existing analyzer portfolio for Oil 
& Gas applications. Refinery operators can now quantify and control exactly the desalting process by the 
continuous determination of salt in crude oil. 
Crude oil desalters carry the important task to remove inorganic salts, water and sediment from the oil 
feedstock. Without these, chlorides generated would cause severe corrosion of pipe walls, heat exchanger 
tubes and shell, and other carbon steel components in which they come in contact during processing. 
Desalting is a continuous and difficult process and typically achieved by creating a water/oil emulsion.  
Controlling the interface level inside the desalter, however, is typically done by interface level 
measurements that are not always that correct and requires skilled operators. AppliTek’s state of the art 
UPA® multiparameter analyzer platform is perfectly fitted for this task and enables to monitor precisely 
the critical process parameters such as CaCl and MgCl in the crude oil. On top of that, benefits of the salt 
content control become self-evident further in the downstream processing to prevent poisoning of 
catalysts. 
Measurements of AppliTek’s new on-line monitoring system are conform with ASTM D3230 - 09 Standard 
Test Method for Salts in Crude Oil. 
About AppliTek 

Instrumentation and process control strategies have become virtually indispensable in modern refining 
operations, against a background of increasing environmental regulations and specifications for fuel 
quality. Recently chemical operations have seen a revival of advanced on-line liquid analyzers that can be 
applied to determine product chemistry. Product quality assurance and reduction of chemical footprint 
are key objectives in this approach.  
With its experience obtained in the Oil & Gas sector, AppliTek has a selection of complementary analytical 
solutions for monitoring and controlling downstream petroleum applications. Find out more on 
www.applitek.com section “Industries & Utilities”. 


